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Let’s take action today and
together… for tomorrow.
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“It’s reaching crisis
point. If we don’t tackle
the threats facing our
woods and trees, we
will severely damage
the UK’s ability to
address the climate
and nature crises.”
Abi Bunker
Director of Conservation
The Woodland Trust

The Forest of Avon Plan is a tree and woodland
strategy for the West of England. The Plan was drawn
up by the Forest of Avon Trust yet it is the result
of a collaboration of the West of England Nature
Partnership, a cross sector partnership working
to restore the region’s natural environment, embedding
decision making into planning, public health and
economic development.
The Plan sets out our collective vision for tree coverage,
a series of aspirational goals and an Action Plan for
making our ambitions a reality.
There is a growing awareness of just how crucial trees
are to our environment, our economy and our health. In
the West of England, 8% of our land area is woodlands
compared to an average of 10% across England.
It is time to put that right, and quickly, as we face
a Climate and Ecological Emergency.
To make the greatest impact, we need to work together
to take the right action in the right places. The Forest
of Avon Plan will ensure this, significantly increasing
the benefits to nature, climate and people.

The Forest of Avon Plan
A Tree and Woodland
Strategy for the West
of England

By working together, individuals, communities,
authorities and businesses, we can accelerate
immediate action and see the benefits.
Jon Clark
Executive Director
The Forest of Avon Trust

This guide offers a taste of the Forest of Avon Plan.
To see the strategy in full, please do visit
https://forestofavontrust.org/forest-of-avon-plan/
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OUR GOAL
To double tree cover in the
West of England by 2050.
That’s 3.3 million more trees – three
for every person who lives here.
Which means new trees and hedgerows…

• in areas of farmland, including woodland
pastures and rewilded areas,
• along 6,000 streets and green spaces,
• in all new housing developments, and
• across at least 1000 hectares of new
woodland habitats.

We also need to look after
the trees we have by:

Doubling tree cover
will bring an estimated
£540 million benefits in
carbon sequestration, air
quality improvements and
hazard regulation alone.

• creating management plans for another
1,000+ hectares of woodland, and
• helpingclimate
people
to gain the skills they need
Combatting
change
by
to absorbing
managecarbon
woodlands.

£
Green environments improve
productivity by 15%, reduce staff
Shading
and protecting
turnover
by 18% and reduce
livestock from the elements
the amount of sick leave
taken by 10-23%!

i £

Green environments
increase businesses’ patronage
by 30-50% and willingness
to spend by 10-50%.

i

WHY TREES?

If we plant or care for a tree, it does all the work from
there! Trees provide benefits critical to our health,
our quality of life, our economy and our future.
Providing vastly improved
habitat and food for wildlife

Adding to the beauty and aesthetic
of urban and rural settings

Providing shade and cooling
to combat hotter summers

Producing sustainable local
timber and wood products

Improving water quality and
reducing flood risk

Combatting climate change
by absorbing carbon

Producing sustainable
fruit and nut crops with
minimal food miles
Shading and protecting
livestock from the elements

Reducing air pollution
Providing sustainable
employment and recreational
opportunities

Reducing soil erosion

Improving our mental
health and wellbeing
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WH0?

Every one of us can play a part!
Every single tree makes the Forest!
Doubling tree cover might seem like
a pretty big goal. It is. But it is achievable
if we all work together. From landscape
scale to small communities, the Plan
is intended to empower and inform
individuals, influencers, communities,
businesses and landowners to act locally,
using the principles to guide action.
Landowners
Whether you want to plant new hedgerows or trees,
establish an orchard or woodland pasture, or better
manage the woodlands you already have, we are here
to offer advice and support and to listen to your needs.
There are a range of grants and resources available.

CASE STUDY
Good things happen when
we work together… 1,500 trees
have been planted on the Bath
skyline, thanks to the hard work
of Bath & North East Somerset
Council, funding from the Forest
of Avon Trust and the help
of Grow for Life – a charity
engaging local people to build life
skills. The local community pulled
together to plant the trees and
will enjoy seeing them grow for
years to come.

Individuals
There are so many ways to get involved. It is not just
about getting the trees in the ground! You can fundraise,
spread the word, talk to local landowners, encourage
organisations to get involved or take part in wildlife
or tree surveys in your area.

Decision Makers
We want to work with decision makers to create
supportive policies, prioritising green infrastructure
and safeguarding existing woodlands and mature trees.
The Plan is intended to inform authority strategies
and actions and will enable people in your communities
to take action for woods and trees. We will work
in partnership with you.
The Plan is intended to make a case for investment,
to draw in more national and local funding to trees and
woodlands, more jobs and skills building opportunities,
to align with key goals within local plans.

“Never doubt that a small
group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can
change the world; indeed it is
the only thing that ever has.”
Margaret Mead

RIGHT TREE
RIGHT PLACE
The Principles

The Priorities

It’s not enough to plant
a tree. It needs
to be the right tree
in the right place. And
it needs to be looked
after alongside our
existing woods and
trees. That’s why
The Forest of Avon
Plan is so important.
It will help to ensure that every
tree that’s planted has the best
possible chance of survival and
can create the biggest benefits.

The Forest of Avon
encompasses trees
and woodlands
across the West
of England region
– Bristol, Bath and
North East Somerset, North Somerset and
South Gloucestershire, whether on public or
private land.

The full Plan sets out the key Principles that
need to be applied to planting schemes and
management plans, and how these can be
applied. This may include:

Every part of the region is included in the
Plan and everyone can access resources
for planting, whether in urban or rural areas.
The Forest of Avon Plan highlights key
priorities and considerations for every area
in the West of England.
We’ve also identified four Strategic Woodland
Areas where care, restoration or expansion
are likely to be especially effective.

• Ensuring any action protects our existing
woods and trees, particularly ancient
woodlands.

• Lower Woods is the most extensive area
of ancient woodland in the West of England
and one of the largest in the South West.

• Reducing flooding by planting in upland areas
and on floodplains.

• The North Somerset Woodlands are vital for
wildlife including endangered species.

• Learning from ash dieback by planting
a diverse range of native trees.

• If The Mendip Hills and Cotswold AONB were
linked through new and restored habitats,
wildlife and local people would benefit.

• Ensuring timber can be used sustainably,
particularly in the construction industry.
• Helping people to become mentally and
physically healthier by involving communities
in tree planting, maintenance and management.

• Bathscape is the natural landscape
surrounding the historic city of Bath,
which includes areas of woodland
and high-quality grassland.
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GET
INVOLVED
To find out how you can help achieve
the vision, go to
https://forestofavontrust.org/
CASE STUDY
forest-of-avon-plan/
Do you have land available for trees?
The biggest challenge faced is finding available and suitable
land. If you own or manage land, please get in touch. We can
help you to plant new trees and hedgerows and look after
the ones you have.

Financial support
A wide and growing range of funding sources are available
for planting and maintaining trees. We can provide
information and advice on how to access the resources
you need.

South Gloucestershire
Council is playing an active
role in creating new green
spaces. It identified areas of
its own land to plant trees
on and approached local
communities and landowners
to find more planting areas.
The Woodland Trust gave
the council 12,000 free
native trees. This is just one
example of how working
together in partnership can
make a real impact.

Free advice and resources
Whether you need support creating a woodland management
plan or are just figuring out how to get involved in action,
please get in touch.
The Forest of Avon Trust will be arranging events with
partners during September and November.

i

£
Whether you’re an individual,
a member of a community group,
a school teacher or a policy
maker, your local trees and
woodlands need your support.

i
To find out more about our Plan,
what we’re hoping to achieve and
how you can get involved, please
visit https://forestofavontrust.org/
forest-of-avon-plan/
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“The creation
of a thousand forests
is in one acorn.”
Ralph Waldo Emerson

Find out how you can play your part at:
https://forestofavontrust.org/forest-of-avon-plan/
Or click here to read the full strategy
The Forest of Avon Plan
A Tree and Woodland
Strategy for the West
of England
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